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beauti�cation
events yearly6

90+
networking and
social events
each year

5 charity date auctions 
raising over $4000

2013 Executive Board

2013 Board Members
Vincent Champion
Matthew Crocker
Clinton Cullison
Salvatore Fazzolari
Anthony Hoover
Catherine Hoover
Andrea Karns
Casey Khuri
Zachary Khuri
Brian Ostella

2013 Committee Chairs

Samer Rajjoub
Ace Reddy
Julia Reddy
Ryan Riley
Todd Shipp
William Sutton
Joseph Tertel
H. Ralph Vartan
Meron Yemane

Harrisburg Young Professionals (HYP)
is a group of young, active, civic-minded
professionals who have a clear vision of
Harrisburg's future as a great place to live, 
work, and play. We are part of a movement
which is breathing new life into urban areas 
and lessening the negative impact of suburban
sprawl. We are also working to prevent the
migration of educated young people to other
cities (often referred to as "brain drain") while
encouraging those who have left to return to 
the Central Pennsylvania region.
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1500 MEMBERS

LIVE

/harrisburgyoungprofessionals

President – Meron Yemane
Vice President – Catherine Hoover
Vice President – William Sutton
Treasurer – Ace Reddy
Secretary – Casey Khuri
Executive Director – Renee Custer

Arts & International
Suzanne Patackis & Christian McAdoo
City Beautification
Brandon Boring, Anthony Hoover, Matthew Crocker
City Living
Catherine Azeles, Clint Cullison, Ade Bakare
Economic Development
Brittany Brock & David Wagner
Marketing & Public Relations
Joe Tertel, Natalie Neyer, Rebecca Porter�eld, 
Madelon Miuccio
Membership
Ben Hofscher & Carley Evans
Outreach
Traci Brockman & Andrew Johnson
Social
Salvatore Fazzolari & Laura Halupczynski
Sports
Ashley McDonnell & Todd Shipp

 /_HYP
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$8000 awarded to members 
buying a home in the City

WORK
companies offer 
HYP member 
benefits

PLAY

55 1,000+
organizations
represented

10 sports leagues
211 sports teams
1300 players

HYP serves as a catalyst in making Harrisburg a better place to 
live, work, and play while developing and retaining future leaders.

16 YEARS
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Making Harrisburg a better place to live, work, and play. 

45,000+
volunteer hours annually 15

home tours



“Our members are commit-
ted to initiating growth, 
building community and 
increasing engagement 
here in the Harrisburg 
region.”

 Meron Yemane
 2013 HYP President

President’s Commentary
Meron Yemane, 2012 and 2013 HYP President

2013 was another year of great celebration for Harrisburg Young Professionals. 
When the organization began 15 years ago, it was started by a group of friends 
who wanted to make a positive impact in the city. Today, HYP has grown to 
more than 1,500 members who continue to show their unwavering dedication 
and desire to make our Capital City a great place to live, work and play.
 
First, I would like to thank the community for its support over the last 15 years. 
I have had the great pleasure of serving HYP as president for two terms, and 
have seen how transformative the last few years have been for our organization 
and the city of Harrisburg. HYP has cultivated lasting partnerships with the city, 
major employers and other nonprofit organizations, and looks forward to 
continuing to build on those relationships as our city continues to move 
forward.
 
While reflecting on our organization’s 15 years of success, many great achieve-
ments came to mind. We proudly launched a state-of-the-art sports and mem-
bership management website tool to improve the online user experience for all 
HYP members. HYP sports leagues reached record participation numbers 
throughout 2013, and this new tool will continue to provide cutting edge 
features for our players. We are also very proud of our partnership with The 
Foundation for Enhancing Communities to launch the Emerging Philanthropists 
Program, intended to engage the business and philanthropic leaders of tomor-
row with our community’s needs today.
 
In the past year, our membership charged forward by bringing new initiatives to 
the region. We partnered with the Salvation Army of the Capitol Region to 
teach youth about entrepreneurship through HYP Lemonade Day, engaging 
children with a common first business venture: a lemonade stand. Students 
were taught skills of marketing, business planning, and budgeting, while 
encouraged to keep some, save some, and share some of their profit.
 
HYP was honored to host a 2013 Mayoral Debate and be named the recipient of 
the Harrisburg Regional Chamber & CREDC’s Catalyst of the Year award 
recipient.
 
We believe in this city. We believe in our neighbors and neighborhoods. For the 
next 15 years and beyond, we will continue to help lead Harrisburg to economic 
growth, arts and cultural diversity, volunteerism and business opportunity.

WORK
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“2014 will be a great year for 
HYP because we are unrolling 
diverse new programming 
while enhancing our annual 
keynote events. This year, we 
will also improve the infrastruc-
ture of the organization by 
investing in website improve-
ments that will allow us to 
further expand our capabilities. 
As always, our mission of 
making Harrisburg a better 
place to live, work and play is at 
the center of all of our e�orts.”

 Catherine Hoover
 2014 HYP President

hyp.org

Looking Ahead
Catherine Hoover, 2014 HYP President

Since becoming an HYP member more than seven years ago, I’ve had the 
unique opportunity to watch the revitalization of Harrisburg through the eyes of 
our Outreach, Beautification and Sports Committees. I am continually inspired 
by the dedication and work of HYP members and volunteers, and am honored 
to lead the organization this year.

In 2014, we will build upon the successes of the past 15 years and continue our 
work as a catalyst to make Harrisburg a better place to live, work and play. 

This year will bring many exciting, new initiatives and continued must-see 
annual events. We will team up with community partners on new beautification 
projects, such as Market Square Transfer Center, and continue our signature 
Forster Street clean-up. We also will boost efforts to encourage further develop-
ment of arts and cultural opportunities and support city living through our 
flagship Home Tour in May.

Ensuring the success of Harrisburg for future generations will also remain a 
priority. We will continue to host events that help support other local non-profit 
organizations, such as the Annual Charity Date Auction, which raises funds for 
education in Harrisburg. Additionally, we look forward to continuing HYP’s 
Junior Sports leagues, which provide mentoring relationships and weekly 
physical activity to children in Harrisburg.

In addition, HYP will further the redesign of our website, allowing streamlined 
communication and easier registration for our growing sports league members. 
We also will unveil a new membership appreciation program that will work to 
support increased traffic to area businesses and restaurants.

It’s an exciting time to be involved in HYP and the revitalization of Harrisburg. 
Thank you all for joining us in the year ahead. I look forward to all that we will 
accomplish together!
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Professional Development
A Better Place to Work

HYP has always been committed to making Harrisburg a better place to work, 
and 2013 proved to be no exception. Through a myriad of events, networking 
opportunities and seminars, HYP has fortified the Capital Region with young 
professionals equipped to make a positive impact in the professional commu-
nity. 

A popular professional development event, HYP held its third annual Leader-
sHYP Summit at Harrisburg University in September. Known for its hands-on 
workshops and empowering speakers, the 2013 Summit did not disappoint, 
providing members with the opportunity to learn about coaching, crowdfunding 
and entrepreneurship. “Are you picturing the success you want or the failure 
you had?” asked keynote speaker Mike Green, Founder and CEO of Integrity-
Works Coaching. Attendees feverishly jotted down notes, taking away valuable 
lessons in leadership. 

Throughout the year, HYP was pleased to actively support and participate in the 
initiatives of many organizations in the city. In October, the organization 
announced its support of the Harrisburg Strong Plan, emphasizing a commit-
ment to enhancing Harrisburg’s future as an ideal place to work and live. HYP 
was also recognized by the Harrisburg Regional Chamber & CREDC as the 
2013 recipient of its prestigious Catalyst Award. HYP was honored for its goals 
including “brain gain,” economic development and city revitalization, promo-
tion of diversity, increased volunteerism and business networking. 

Looking to 2014, the organization will remain committed to strengthening the 
city of Harrisburg’s future, through engaging young professionals in a network 
designed to develop a positive force in the community.

“ As young 
leaders in the 
workplace, we are 
setting the tone for 
the growth and 
development in the 
city. By committing 
to building the 
necessary skills 
today, our members 
are better equipped 
to guide the 
direction of our 
region for the future.

 - Brittany Brock
 Committee Chair

”

HYP 2013 Annual Report
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Community Service
A Better Place to Live

One of the guiding principles of Harrisburg Young Professionals is to make our 
community a better place to live. Members donate their time, talent and exper-
tise to improve Harrisburg for the entire region to enjoy. In 2013, members 
donated thousands of hours of time to beautify the city, mentor youth and 
change lives. 

Continuing one of the longest running HYP projects, the Beautification Com-
mittee led efforts in March to prepare Forster Street for spring. Approximately 
50 volunteers pulled weeds, mulched and trimmed the street’s trees and shrubs 
between Second and Seventh Streets. 

The Beautification Committee also continued the “Let’s Refresh City Island” 
initiative that began in 2012. Volunteers performed a wide-sweeping clean-up 
of City Island including painting, weeding, cleaning and performing other 
much-needed tasks. 

Harrisburg Young Professionals members are also committed to giving back to 
the next generation. 

In February, HYP held a Job Shadowing Day with Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
Students ages 7-15 were matched with HYP members to explore career oppor-
tunities in the City. 

The Outreach Committee spearheaded numerous initiatives to give back and 
mentor the City’s youth. In Spring of 2013, the committee partnered with the 
Boys and Girls Club of Central PA for Jr. Wiffleball League, and mentored 
youth through Jr. Kickball League at the Camp Curtain YMCA in June and July. 

2013 also marked the inaugural HYP Lemonade Day in partnership with the 
Salvation Army of the Capital City to teach students the basics of running a 
company and encourage them to pursue dreams in business and entrepreneur-
ship. The youth worked in teams with HYP members to create and sell their 
own lemonade recipes, earning $750 in just two hours. 

“ Giving back is 
at the core of our 
organization. 
Whether working to 
make our city 
beautiful or teaching 
children workforce 
development skills, 
we take great pride 
in our city and 
sharing skills with the 
next generation to 
follow in our 
footsteps.

- Traci Brockman
Outreach Committe Chair

”

HYP 2013 Annual Report





9

Sports
A Better Place to Play

For the first time, every HYP Sports league reached maximum capacity prior to 
the close of the registration period as young professionals rapidly filled each 
league with the intention of remaining physically active while networking and 
having fun with friends and co-workers in Harrisburg.

Approximately 1,300 young professionals engaged in HYP Sports throughout 
the year. Dodgeball, kickball and flag football remained favorites, each boasting 
over 40 teams and approximately 700 participants. Participation continued to 
grow for HYP Member pick-up sports, including tennis and basketball, as well 
as popular leagues such as bowling, ultimate frisbee, and sand volleyball. HYP 
Sports leagues proudly draw participants from across the central Pennsylvania 
region to experience all that Harrisburg has to offer young professionals.

New in 2013, HYP launched its Running Club to encourage all levels of 
runners to participate in weekend and morning runs throughout the year. The 
Club participated in several races and events throughout the year as a team, 
including the Harrisburg Mile, Harrisburg Marathon Relay and a Tough 
Mudder.

Looking ahead to 2014, HYP is excited about our new sports and membership 
management system that revolutionizes the way participants register for sports 
and HYP events online. Highlights of the platform include electronic game 
reminders; personal team schedules, scores and standings; and enhanced ability 
for captains to communicate with their teams.

Building friendships and community on and off the courts, alleys and fields, 
HYP Sports make Harrisburg a great place to play and stay active. 

“ HYP Sports 
Leagues provide the 
perfect opportunity 
to reconnect with 
neighbors, friends, 
co-workers, and 
familiar faces. The 
year-round leagues 
allow young 
professionals to 
network and focus 
on physical activity in 
a fun—and 
sometimes 
competitive—atmos
phere

     -Anthony Hoover
      Sports Committee Chair 

”

HYP 2013 Annual Report
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Social Events
A Better Place to Connect
Young professionals in the Central Pennsylvania region find great value in 
building careers and relationships with one another through social and profes-
sional networking – making Harrisburg a better place to play. HYP hosts events 
throughout the year intended to help young professionals connect with the 
community, make new friends and spend time enjoying the city together.

HYP’s signature monthly First Friday Happy Hour and Second Wednesday 
Socials welcome members and prospective members alike to network, while 
exploring new venues and experiencing old favorites in Harrisburg. These 
events are held within the city limits to expose the great collection of restau-
rants and foster business growth.

The HYP Date Auction remained a must-attend event for young professionals. 
Twenty of the city's most eligible bachelors and bachelorettes volunteered to 
participate in the event to support Communities In Schools of the Capital 
Regional and the Harrisburg University Scholarship Fund. More than 225 
young professionals gathered to support the event, and raised $8,000 for two 
organizations that focus on education in Harrisburg. 

HYP members also enjoyed mixing and mingling over mouthwatering cuisine 
throughout 2013. HYP supported Harrisburg Restaurant week by hosting five 
events for current and new members to meet, socialize, and enjoy the great 
restaurants Harrisburg has to offer. Additionally, HYP partnered with The 
Vineyard at Hershey and other regional young professional groups to host a 
regional young professionals’ night with live music, tapas and wine.

In addition to the HYP Sports leagues, young professionals gathered to social-
ize over sporting events throughout the year including Senators baseball games 
at Metro Bank Park, HYP‘s March Madness Kick-Off at MoMo's BBQ & Grill 
and the HYP Golf Scramble at Blue Ridge Country Club. 

Marking another successful year, in December HYP members celebrated the 
holidays together at HYP’s Holiday Gala at The State Museum of Pennsylvania. 
This members-only evening allowed for reflection on the accomplishments and 
growth of the past year and a toast to continual growth and success in 2014.

“ HYP’s 
networking and 
social events provide 
our members the 
opportunity to 
cultivate connections 
among other young 
professionals.  These 
events also help ful�ll 
our organization’s 
mission by 
supporting local 
establishments 
within the City of 
Harrisburg.

- Sal Fazzolari
Social Committee Co-Chair 
2011-2013

”
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Cultural Enrichment
A Better Place for the Arts

As the capital of our Commonwealth, Harrisburg offers a plethora of entertain-
ment and cultural opportunities for young professionals to enjoy.  HYP worked 
throughout 2013 to plan events and activities that supported the city’s arts 
venues, raised awareness about world-class galleries and highlighted 
Harrisburg’s many historic museums. 

A flagship event, the annual HYP Home Tour showcases Harrisburg residences 
in an effort to attract and retain young professionals, families and newcomers to 
the city. The 15th Annual Home Tour was held in Harrisburg’s Midtown neigh-
borhood to demonstrate the diversity of city living options, including new 
apartment buildings, historic homes, city dwellers’ favorite cafés and more. 
More than 500 attendees enjoyed must-see stops including the 1500 Condo-
minium and roof-top garden and a visit to the Broad Street Market. 

HYP also continued to support Harrisburg’s arts growth by hosting events at 
cultural organizations and venues each month. From HYP Movie Nights at 
Midtown Cinema and monthly Book Club meetings at Midtown Scholar, to 
International Dinner Nights and HYP Sunday Brunches at area restaurants, 
members showed their commitment to cultural enrichment through the year.

The educational 2013 “Tasting 101” series featured four events designed to give 
members the opportunity to expand their palate and knowledge, an experience 
which may prove useful in many professional and social environments. Popular 
tastings included Scotch & Cigars at McGrath’s Pub, Coffee & Tea at Little 
Amps Coffee Roasters, Craft Beer at Federal Taphouse and French Wine at 
Harrisburg Hilton. 

Harrisburg Young Professionals takes great pride in working together to 
improve the city and engage more members in the community to make Harris-
burg a great place to live, work and play. 

“ Appreciation 
and recognition of 
the arts is important 
in enriching young 
professionals with 
the cultural diversity 
of the city of 
Harrisburg. Through 
the arts we �nd the 
foundation of which 
our city exists.

- Suzanne Patackis
Arts and International 
Committee Chair

”

HYP 2013 Annual Report
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Financial Report
2013 Balance Sheet

Assets

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

Cash
Other Assets
Total Assets

Accounts Payable
Deferred Revenue
Other Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Total Equity

Thank You

   1,400.00
 29,652.00

        679.91
  31,731.91
124,109.65

137,767.04
   18,074.52
155,841.56

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $155,841.56

HYP 2013 Annual Report

A special thank you to all of our members and partners who volunteered 
their time, donated their treasures and shared their talents with HYP this 
past year. Without your support, HYP could not achieve our goal of making 
Harrisburg a better place to live, work, and play. A second thank you 
to the Patriot-News, Paul Vasiliades, MODE Magazine, Megan Barto, 
Julia Liberatore, Brian Ostella, Ryan Riley and Joseph Tertel for supplying the 
photography found within this Annual Report.





Harrisburg Young Professionals
PO Box 11851
Harrisburg, PA 17108
hyp.org
facebook.com/harrisburgyoungprofessionals
twitter.com/_HYP
info@hyp.org
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Get Involved
Help Make Harrisburg Better

How can you get involved in HYP? It’s easy. Attend
a new member social to learn about the organization
and meet representatives from each of our
committees. Whether you’re interested in the arts,
lending a helping hand in the community, meeting
new people or sports, HYP o�ers a way to get
involved for everyone.
Joining a committee is one of the best ways to get
involved in HYP and meet new people with similar
interests. Send us an email and join us!

Arts & International: arts@hyp.org
City Beauti�cation: beauti�cation@hyp.org
City Living: cityliving@hyp.org
Economic Development: development@hyp.org
Marketing & Public Relations: marketing@hyp.org
Membership: membership@hyp.org
Outreach: outreach@hyp.org
Social: social@hyp.org
Sports: sports@hyp.org
Toastmaster: toastmasters@hyp.org

Contact Information



Harrisburg Young Professionals
PO Box 11851
Harrisburg, PA 17108


