
Harrisburg 
Young Professionals

annual rePort

P.O. Box 11851
Harrisburg, PA 17108

hyp.org

    /harrisburgyoungprofessionals

     /_HYP

info@hyp.org





Mission  /  01

1.

HYP
Harrisburg Young Professionals is a 
group of young active, civic-minded 
professionals who have a clear vision 
of Harrisburg’s future as a great place 

to live, work and play. 
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2.

HYP
Harrisburg Young Professionals are part of 
a movement which is breathing new life into 
urban areas and lessening the negative impact 
of suburban sprawl. We also work to prevent 
migration of educated young people to other 
cities (often referred to as “brain drain”) and 
to encourage those who have left to return to 

the Central Pennsylvania region. 
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Over the past year, HYP’s 1,500+ members have embraced the many opportunities to 
initiate growth, build community, increase engagement and develop professionally. HYP 
continues to believe in the progression and success of Pennsylvania’s Capital City and used 
this belief as a driving force for our success in 2012. As President, it has been my privilege 
to see this work in action.

HYP’s great accomplishments during the past year are vast; including the largest attended 
Home Tour to date in Shipoke, launching the initiative to refresh City Island, successfully 
completing a $30K State Street Beautification project, and the debut of the inaugural HYP 
Golf Scramble and Sand Volleyball Tournament. 

In addition, HYP proudly contributed more than $6K to Harrisburg School District’s 
sports programs to help save them from budget cuts, partnered to re-energize Harrisburg 

Restaurant Week, raised more than $8K through the Annual Date Auction to benefit local organizations, brought more 
300 spectators to Harrisburg’s Italian Lake for the Italian Lake Concert Series, and raised funds for community health and 
hunger relief organizations through HYP’s 5K for 5 Charity Run. 

We also grew social and networking events, including regional young professional events and new member socials. 
Through the Second Annual Leaders HYP Summit, we continued to encourage the growth of future leaders.

It is an exciting time to be a part of HYP. I am both extremely humbled and honored by the confidence the Board has 
shown to allow me to lead HYP into another year. However, 2013 is not just any year – it marks HYP’s 15th Anniversary. 
This is the year that HYP will partner with the United States Army Reserve for an exciting initiative, showcase Midtown 
Harrisburg and host our city’s Mayoral Debate. We will partner with the Berry Hill Boys & Girls Club, bring Lemonade 
Day to Harrisburg, and remain focused on city beautification and economic development.

In 2013, HYP looks forward to continuing to grow our membership, our sports leagues, and our partnerships; and most 
importantly to continuing to work to make Harrisburg a better place to live, work and play. 

As we celebrate our 15th Anniversary by acknowledging and rejoicing in the positive impact our organization has had on 
the region during the past 15 years, we look excitedly toward endless opportunities in years to come. And, as we have done 
since HYP’s inception, this year we will continue to be led by our mission to help make Harrisburg a better place to live, 
work and play. 

Meron Yemane
2012 & 2013 HYP President

A message From the President  /  04
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Arts & International 
Ade Bakare & Rebecca Bush

City Beautification 
Matthew Crocker & Colleen Smith

City Living 
Melissa Miller & Edwin Tichenor

Economic Development 
Brittany Brock & Dave Wagner

Marketing & Public Relations
Natalie Neyer & Joe Tertel

Membership 
Julia Liberatore & JoAnn Morgan

Outreach
Sarah Love & Casey Zellers

Social
Carley Evans & Sal Fazzolari

Sports 
Anthony Hoover & Ashley McDonnell
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Arts & International 
The Arts and International committee enriches the lives of our members by illuminating the cultural diversity of Harrisburg 
and offering access to a wide array of arts and cultural events that exist in the city. arts@hyp.org

City Beautification 
The City Beautification Committee plans, organizes, and funds beautification projects throughout the city in order to 
further HYP’s commitment to making Harrisburg a more aesthetically attractive city. beautification@hyp.org

City Living 
The City Living Committee works to promote the value of living within the city of Harrisburg and facilitates awareness and 
education of home buying and living in an urban setting.  The committee also organizes one of HYP’s largest events, the 
annual HYP Home Tour. cityliving@hyp.org

Economic Development 
The HYP Economic Development Committee encourages economic development and reinvestment in Harrisburg by 
encouraging HYP members to buy locally, support Harrisburg-based businesses and cultural assets, and invest in their 
community. The committee oversees the Passport and Corporate Partnership programs. development@hyp.org

Marketing & Public Relations
The Marketing and Public Relations Committee works throughout the year to promote and raise awareness about 
Harrisburg Young Professionals’ commitment to the Harrisburg community, its programs and events. The committee 
works in conjunction with all other committees to promote HYP events and programs through public relations, marketing 
and advertising efforts. marketing@hyp.org

Membership 
The Membership Committee is charged with promoting HYP to new and current members. It manages registration at HYP 
events, the membership database and hosts new member socials, among other responsibilities. membership@hyp.org

Outreach
Outreach Committee is committed to transforming Harrisburg by developing and supporting initiatives in the areas of 
education, literacy, hunger relief, housing, healthcare and economic development. The committee works with numerous 
non-profit organizations based in the city. outreach@hyp.org

Social
The Social Committee organizes and maintains a variety of social events throughout the city which appeal to our diverse 
membership as well as potential members. These events provide and promote networking opportunities, business growth, 
and new membership. social@hyp.org

Sports 
The Sports Committee has a mission of engaging in co-ed sports allowing our members to compete and network at the 
same time, while being physically active. The committee is responsible for organizing and running sports each season 
including dodgeball, bowling, volleyball, kickball, tennis and flag football. sports@hyp.org

Committees  /  06
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A Better Place to Live

“Our young professionals understand that it is   
  important to give back and pay it forward.  
  HYP gives us the opportunity to do just that.” 
              – Casey Zellers
        Outreach Committee Chair ers

Harrisburg Young Professionals is dedicated to making Harrisburg a great place. Equipped with a passion for serving 
others, our members donate their time, talent and expertise to improve the city. 

Throughout 2012, we put our mission statement of “creating a better place to live, work and play” into action with thousands 
of hours giving back -- securing a brighter future for the community and its youth. 

The successful HYP Junior Sports League was expanded in 2012 to include wiffle ball, in addition to the kickball program 
that began the year before. At Junior Sports League events, HYP volunteers served as referees, coaches and mentors to the 
children participating and encouraged them to learn sportsmanship. 

Our efforts to beautify Harrisburg began early in the year with the annual Forster Street clean-up event in March. Our 
members came out in full force to prepare one of the city’s gateway roads for spring. 

Later in the year we announced our partnership with local business leaders for a newly created “Let’s Refresh City Island” 
beautification initiative. Through this initiative, HYP helped to coordinate and oversee a public clean-up on City Island by 
more than 100 volunteers on October 21. The day’s volunteers helped clear brush and trees, wash and repair the decks and 
gazebo on City Island, as well as paint, weed and perform other much-needed tasks.

By early November, work was successfully completed on another HYP beautification initiative -- State Street Beautification 
Project. Led by the efforts of HYP President Meron Yemane and City Beautification Committee Chairs Matthew Crocker 
and Colleen Smith, the organization began raising the necessary $30,000 in funds in early August to revamp the median 
on State Street between First and Third Streets. 

The completed project features native, low maintenance, robust and aesthetically pleasing plantings which enhance the 
city’s appearance and the vista from the west capitol steps to the Susquehanna River. “We’re extremely pleased with the end 
result,” said HYP President Meron Yemane. “We couldn’t have done it without the generosity and support of our partners, 
private and public, and we sincerely thank them.”

Community Service  /  07

In 2012, HYP developed new fundraisers to benefit local charities. The first of these events was the inaugural Golf Scramble 
at the Country Club of Harrisburg on May 4 to benefit the Capital Area School for the Arts and the Boys and Girls Club. 

HYP also continued traditional charity events including the annual 5K for 5 Charity Run which raised funds for five local 
non-profit organizations focused on health and hunger relief organizations. Channels Food Rescue, the Salvation Army 
Breakfast Program, Health Ministries of Christ Church St. Francis Soup Kitchen, Downtown Daily Bread and the World 
Surgical Foundation all received a portion of the proceeds. More than 150 runners participated. 

Community Service  /  07  (continued)
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A Better Place for the Arts 

“Harrisburg is rich in culture and diversity and 
provides vast opportunities to enhance the lives of 
our members.”  
                       – Ade Bakare
       Arts and International Committee Chaire

With nationally recognized museums, local art galleries, talented musicians and exciting entertainment venues, Harrisburg’s 
diverse art scene continues to provide enlightening and entertaining events.

In 2012, we supported the city’s art venues by hosting many HYP gatherings at local museums and galleries, providing 
opportunities for cultural enrichment among members and highlighting local organizations with the mission to increase 
Harrisburg’s cultural offerings.  

The 14th Annual Home Tour of Harrisburg’s Shipoke neighborhood was the most successful tour to date, with more than 
700 attendees and 20+ participating residences. Each year, the Home Tour showcases Harrisburg residences in an effort 
to attract and retain young professionals, families, and newcomers to Harrisburg. The tour was special for more than its 
record-breaking attendance. The Shipoke community was one of the hardest hit by terrible flooding in 2011. Despite the 
devastation, Shipoke and its residents showed great resilience, tenacity and spirit in restoring their neighborhood and HYP 
was proud to help bring attention to their tremendous revitalization efforts by hosting the Home Tour in Shipoke. 

Also notable was the Second Annual Italian Lake Concert series, featuring New Cumberland native and Manhattan School 
of Music student Jonathon Ragonese in June, and local band All That’s Left in August. 

HYP supported Harrisburg’s cultural organizations each month with events including the HYP Midtown Cinema Movie 
Nights to showcase independent and foreign films, HYP Book Club meetings at the Midtown Scholar Bookstore and 
participation in 3rd in the Burg’s cultural enrichment mission at the State Museum, Whitaker Center and Gallery on 
Second.

Members also participated in private gallery viewings, art and dance classes at Danzante Community Arts, indulged in the 
culinary arts with several food, wine and coffee courses at the region’s premiere restaurants, wineries and cafés, and even 
took a premier Blues Cruise on the Pride of the Susquehanna Riverboat.

Harrisburg Young Professionals strives to be a vehicle of cultural enrichment for its members and remains committed to 
the development and preservation of the city’s artistic, cultural venues and organizations.

Cultural Enrichment  /  08
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A Better Place to Work 

“We are committed to strengthening the network 
of educated professionals in Harrisburg. If our 
members prosper, the city prospers, and visa versa.” 
                       – David Wagner     
       Economic Development Chaire

Harrisburg Young Professionals’ members and volunteers work to advance economic development and reinvestment in 
the city. In 2012, the group hosted events, speakers, and networking opportunities for members and the community to help 
make Harrisburg a better place to work. 

Educational events included Wine and Food 101 hosted at the Golden Sheaf Restaurant in the Harrisburg Hilton. The 
members-only event educated attendees on how to properly order and pair wines and entrees, a helpful skill in both 
business and personal settings. 

Professional Development seminars included “Redefining the Art of Self-Promotion.” Soni Dimond, the host and one 
of Pennsylvania’s Best 50 Women in Business, led discussion and offered suggestions on personal branding and self-
promotion. Her lessons focused on turning “brag into buzz” to help with career advancement and building a stronger, 
wider professional network. The fall seminar, “Separating Yourself from the Pack, helped put the skills learned during the 
first into action. A panel of HYP members shared their stories in separating themselves from the pack in order to unlock 
maximum potential within the workforce. 

HYP’s Second Annual LeadersHYP Summit was hosted in October at Harrisburg University. The event featured speakers 
and workshop sessions focusing on technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship. More than 100 attendees came 
together to learn how to best become and act as a leader in their own fields, and to network with one another and with 
fellow professionals. Speakers included U.S. Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel Brian Gilman, Dale Fallon, president of 
Communication Gym, Dean Minuto of Salesbrain and Kyle Sollenberger, the co-founder of CoTweet. The Summit also 
included break-out sessions with presentations on strategies for start-ups, community leadership, and a proper work-life 
balance.

As HYP moves into 2013, the group will continue to focus on foster the growth of the Passport and Corporate 
Partnership programs, as well as developing and encouraging involvement of college interns who work, live, 
and play in the Capital City.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  /  09

3.

HYP
Professionalism

+
Partnership

=
Progress
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A Better Place to Play

“The tradition of HYP sports is stronger than 
ever, including its ability to introduce its 
participants to the benefits of being an engaged 
HYP member.” 
                       – Ashley McDonnell   
                  Sports Committee Chair 

2012 was another successful year for HYP Sports. Designed to allow members to compete and network 
simultaneously, while being active and focusing on fun, our sports program has been a major catalyst in converting 
non-members into engaged members. 

The number of participants continued to rise. Since 2010 to the end of 2012, participation rose 43 percent. We 
responded to the increased interest by developing enhanced options for players. 

For the first time, a single sports season had three separate leagues – Competitive, Junior Varsity and Just for 
Fun – enabling players to find just the right competition level. 

In addition, a new pick-up basketball league was added to the already-established sports of dodgeball, ultimate 
frisbee, volleyball, kickball, bowling, tennis and flag football. Unlike the other sports, basketball was a members-
only league, encouraging non-member sports players to make the conversion. 

The first season of spring sand volleyball, held on the beach courts of City Island during April and May, saw a 
huge outpouring of participants and spectators. It was such a hit that the first-ever, all-day co-ed sand volleyball 
tournament was created and held on City Island on September 8. 

Summer kickball, always an extremely popular HYP sport, made HYP history with a record-setting 600 players. 
Close behind, flag football completed its 5th HYP season with more than 550 participants.

The Sports Committee also unveiled a revised HYP Sports logo in 2012, further cementing the HYP Sports brand. 

We look forward to bringing young professionals even more opportunities to stay fit while networking in 2013!       

Sports   / 10 Sports champions   /  11

SPRIng DODgEBALL 
Varsity League: Absolute Chaos

JV League: The Dodgefathers

Fun League: Target Practice

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Team Epic

SPRIng BOWLIng
Big Ern’s Combover

SPRIng VOLLEYBALL
Competitive League: Spikaholics

Fun League: Practice Safe Sets

InAUgURAL HYP CO-ED SAnD VOLLEYBALL TOURnAMEnT
Competitive League: Absolute Chaos

Fun League: Brazil Bound 2016

SUMMER KICKBALL
Competitive League: Absolute Chaos

Fun League: Rubberbusters

Just for Fun League: KickTease

FALL FLAg FOOTBALL
Competitive League: The Stingers

Fun League: The PUPs

FALL BOWLIng
Big Ern’s Combover
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Balance Sheet 

ASSESTS     

Cash      97,274  93,029  98,117

Accounts Receivable    –  –  –

Restricted     15,552  15,783  56,807

TOTAL ASSETS     112,826  108,812  154,923

LIABILITIES & EqUITY   

Accounts Payable     1,400  4,343  1,400

Deferred Revenue     12,838  10,890  16,395 

Other      –  1,194  3,251

Total Liabilities     14,238  16,427  21,046

Total Equity     98,588  92,385  133,878

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EqUITY   112,826  108,812  154,923 

financial report  /  12
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Help make Harrisburg better

1.
How can you get involved in HYP? It’s easy. Attend a new member social to learn about the organization and meet 
representatives from each of our committees. 

2.
Meet people with similar interests by joining a committee.

Arts & International 
arts@hyp.org

City Beautification 
beautification@hyp.org

City Living 
cityliving@hyp.org

Economic Development 
development@hyp.org

Marketing & Public Relations
marketing@hyp.org

Membership 
membership@hyp.org

Outreach
outreach@hyp.org

Social
social@hyp.org

Sports 
sports@hyp.org

Toastmasters 
toastmasters@hyp.org

Whether you’re interested in the arts, lending a helping hand in the community, meeting new people or playing 
sports, HYP offers a way for everyone to get involved. 

get involved /  13
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Creative Direction & Design

Wayne Alan Kan

wayne@kanbecreative.com

kanbecreative.com

P.O. Box 11851
Harrisburg, PA 17108

hyp.org

    /harrisburgyoungprofessionals

     /_HYP

info@hyp.org
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A special 

tHank You
To all of our members and partners who volunteered 
their time, offered their expertise and shared their 
talents with HYP this year. Without your support, 
HYP could not acheive our goal of making Harrisburg 

a better place to live, work and play.


